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What is G&T? 

G&T stands for “Gifted and Talented”, a program within NYC public 
schools, designed to give children accelerated, rigorous, specialized 
instruction based on their particular learning needs. 

How are those children selected? 

Children who will be entering Kindergarten through 3rd grade are eligible to 
enter the G&T program via a standardized test, given in the January and 
February before that year. Children may enter the program in 4th and 5th grade 
using a formula consisting of multiple criteria, including state test scores, 
report card grades, absences/latenesses, etc. 

Any child who scores a 90 or above on the test is eligible for placement in a 
District G&T program. Any child who scores a 97 or above on the test is 
eligible for placement in a Citywide G&T program. This does not guarantee 
that your child will receive a seat, as demand is greater than the number of 
seats available, in both District and Citywide programs. 

Your child may re-take the test each year through 2nd grade (for 3rd grade 
entry). 

What is the difference between a District G&T program and a Citywide 
G&T program? 

District G&T programs are offered within district elementary schools, and 
prioritize students for admission who live in the district. District G&T 
programs begin in kindergarten and end in grade 5. G&T students who attend 
District G&T programs do so alongside students who attend these schools in 
the non-G&T classes. District 30 has five G&T programs: PS 85, PS 122, PS 
150, PS 166, and PS 217* 

Citywide G&T programs accept students from all boroughs, with no priority 
given for their district of residence. There are five Citywide G&T programs 
throughout NYC: NEST+m (Manhattan), The Anderson School (Manhattan), 
TAG Young Scholars (Manhattan), Brooklyn School of Inquiry (Brooklyn), 
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and the 30th Avenue School - Q300 (Queens). 

*A note about PS 217: The school itself, on Roosevelt Island, is in District 2, 
but the G&T program gives priority to both District 2 and District 30 
children. District 30 children who attend the G&T program at PS 217 are 
given priority to both District 30 and District 2 middle schools. 

How can my child take the test? 

The Request for Testing (RFT) for students interested in testing for the 
2018-2019 school year are available in October. The deadline to submit the 
RFT is Monday, November 13, 2017. You can apply on-line or in-person at a 
Family Welcome Center. The on-line RFT is available at www.nyc.gov/
schools/ChoicesEnrollment/applyonline. District 30's Family Welcome 
Center is located at: 28-11 Queens Plaza North, 3rd Floor, Long Island City. 

Current Pre-K children who sign up for the test will be assigned a weekend 
date and school location by the Department of Education (DOE). Parents may 
request a particular weekend, but slots fill quickly, so sign-up early to receive 
your preferred date. Pre-K children are given the exam one-on-one with a 
proctor and do not have to bubble-in the answers themselves.  

Children currently in grades K-2 will take the test during the school day, in 
their classroom, proctored by their teacher, often with several of their 
classmates, and will bubble-in the answers themselves. Each school 
determines their testing dates and will inform parents of their child's specific 
date a few days before. 

What if my child is sick on test day? 

For current K-2 students: Your child’s school will reschedule the exam for 
another day within the testing window. The new exam date will be 
established at the discretion of the school, and it is possible that a student 
who is absent on the date of the exam may be tested on the day he or she 
returns to school. Absent students who return to school after the testing 
window will not be tested.  
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For Pre-K Students: If your child is sick on the day of the exam, the DOE 
will work with you to reschedule for a different weekend. The ability to 
reschedule is limited due to the volume of exam-takers. 

What is the test and how can we prepare? 

The DOE uses two assessments to determine if a child is eligible to apply for 
a G&T program: nonverbal test items from the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability 
Test (NNAT) and verbal test items from the Otis-Lennon School Ability Test 
(OLSAT). Exams are administered by New York State certified, New York 
City teachers who are trained to administer both assessments. The nonverbal 
assessment is administered first, followed by the verbal assessment. All items 
are presented in a multiple-choice format. 

The G&T Handbook provided by the DOE (available on-line, at the Family 
Welcome Center, and at your child's school) offers practice questions to help 
families understand the types of questions their children may see on the test, 
and also as a way to prepare students for the test-taking experience. 

There are many different opinions about the types and amount of preparation 
for the G&T exam. Universally, it is agreed that children should have plenty 
of rest, a good breakfast, and be aware that they will be going into a room 
with an adult they have not yet met (pre-K children). 

Do I still apply to Kindergarten? 

Yes. You will apply to any school in which you are interested. Historically, 
the Kindergarten application process begins in December, closes mid-
January, and placement offers are usually sent in March. You should pre-
register for Kindergarten after that. G&T scores will be released anywhere 
from late April to mid-May, Rankings are due in May, and offer letters are 
sent in late May/early June. If your child is accepting a seat in a G&T school 
other than that of their Kindergarten placement, you will transfer registration 
to their new school. 

My child passed the test....now what? 
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Once scores are released, there tends to be a flurry of excitement, anxiety, 
and information. Schools will hold tours and information sessions about their 
programs. Some Citywide programs require a score of 98 or 99 to attend their 
tours, as seats are so limited that realistically only children with a 98 or 99 
will receive an offer. The DOE asks you to rank the schools you are 
interested in having your child attend, in order of your preference. 

Seats are offered based on priority and score. i.e.: a child who has a sibling in 
their desired school* and scored a 99, will have first priority for that seat. In 
the case where there are multiple children with the same priority and score, 
offers will be made based on a random assignment process. 

Siblings with 99, 98 and 97 (in that order) will be considered first priority for 
a Citywide seat. After that, non-siblings with 99, 98 and 97 (in that order) 
will be given offers. 

Siblings with 99 through 90 (in that order) will be considered first priority for 
a District seat. After that, non-siblings with 99 through 90 (in that order) will 
be given offers. 

Again: qualifying for a G&T seat does not guarantee that your child will 
receive a seat, as demand is greater than the number of seats available, in 
both District and Citywide programs. 

*Note on siblings: To be eligible for sibling priority, the new applicant's 
sibling does not have to be in the G&T program; they only must be registered 
at the school. 

How many seats are available? 

The maximum class size in Kindergarten is 25 children. Historically, all 
District 30 and Citywide G&T programs reach that maximum. Within the 
five programs in District 30 there are 125 incoming Kindergarten seats. 
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From 1st-5th grade, maximum class size increases to 32 children. Between K 
and 1, a minimum of seven additional G&T seats per class will become 
available. After 1st grade very few seats open up, dependent on children 
leaving the program, moving, etc. 

A chart showing the most recent data on testers by grade, district, and 
eligibility can be found here:  

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/7D94F14F-
CB7F-4643-81B8-09E0F64E1AAF/
0/2017GiftedTalentedEligibilitySummarybyDistrict.pdf 

What happens if my child qualifies for but does not receive a placement/
seat? 

Students who do not receive a placement will be added to the waitlists of all 
the programs listed on the application. In addition, students who do receive a 
placement will be added to the waitlists of any programs they listed as a 
higher choice than their placement offer. 

In some cases, G&T programs may have a few seats that become available 
due to attrition. Applicants will remain eligible for placement at any program 
that they ranked higher than the program where they received an offer (or for 
all programs they applied to if no offer was received). Placement is based on 
the same admissions priorities as the initial placements (sibling priority, 
overall G&T score, and zoned district). Schools manage their own waitlists 
and will contact waitlisted families directly if they are able to offer them a 
seat. 

What if I want to change G&T programs? 

Students currently attending District G&T programs are not eligible to apply 
to other District G&T programs. However, if you are a parent of a current 
District G&T student, your child may retake the G&T test to determine 
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whether they are eligible to apply for placement at a Citywide G&T program. 
If you request that your District G&T student be tested for Citywide G&T 
programs and the student does not qualify for Citywide G&T placement, the 
score has no impact on the student’s status in his/her current District G&T 
program; the student may remain in that program. 

Students currently attending Citywide G&T programs are not eligible to test 
for a different G&T placement. 

Are we eligible for bussing? 

Transportation for G&T programs follows the same rules as the rest of 
general education. In particular, if the district program your child attends is in 
a different district than where you live, school bus transportation will not be 
available, but the DOE will provide your child with a MetroCard. However, 
students who attend one of the five Citywide G&T programs do not have to 
live in the same district as their school to be considered eligible for 
transportation; but they must live in the same borough.  

Elementary vs. Middle School? 

District 30 G&T programs are currently K-5. Citywide G&T schools are all 
K-8, with the exception of NEST+m, which is K-12. All district elementary 
G&T students must reapply to any screened/G&T middle schools, in the Fall 
of their 5th grade year. The screened/G&T middle schools in District 30 are: 
PS/IS 122, IS 126, Q300 (Citywide), Baccalaureate School for Global 
Education (grades 7-12), and Young Women's Leadership Academy (all-girls 
school, grades 6-12). 

What is that timeline, again? 

October: Request for Testing (RFT) forms released 
November 13, 2017: RFT forms due 
January/February: Testing period 
Late April/Mid-May: Scores released 
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May: School tours, rankings due 
Late May/Early June: Offer letters sent. 
Mid-June: Deadline for accepting offers. 

Online Resources 
Gifted & Talented: 
 - Schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/GiftedandTalented/default.htm 
Research individual schools:  
 - Schools.nyc.gov 
 - Insideschools.org 

Suggested Test Preparation Materials 
- NNAT Practice Test Prep for Kindergarten and 1st Grade: with additional 
OLSAT Practice ISBN 978-1502489630 
- OLSAT® PRACTICE TEST Gifted and Talented Prep for Kindergarten and 
1st Grade: Gifted and Talented Prep (Gifted and Talented Practice Test) 
(Volume 2) ISBN 978-1500720483 
- Gifted and Talented Test Preparation: NNAT2 Preparation Guide and 
Workbook. PreK and Kindergarten Gifted and Talented Workbook. Preschool 
Prep Book. NYC Gifted and Talented Test Prep. NNAT Prep. ISBN 
978-0997768008 
- Gifted and Talented Test Preparation: Gifted test prep book for the OLSAT, 
NNAT2, and COGAT; Workbook for children in preschool and kindergarten  
ISBN: 978-0997943900 
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